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"£0; THE 


N a Colleftion of 1 that lately came 
to my Hands, which ſeem to have been writ- 
Zen in or about the Year 1649, 1 met with the 
following : In the Peruſal 9 I Found 5 
6 Sati faction. 


Is peculiar Sweetneſs to my T aſte, made me 
defirous of communicating it to others ; as the 
Subject on which it treats, is of the higheſt Im- 
5 viz. the Glory and Excellency of that 
peaceable State of the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
pradi W the Propbets of old, wherein Nation 

ſhall not lift up a Sword againſt Nation, neither 
ſhall they learn War any more. Micah IV. 3. 


Mis Letter- Writer 1 di inguiſzes be- 
teen the Nature of Warlike Heroiſm, and that 
f Chriſtian Fortitude, 


The Gem of which, 1 . 8 hank, 2 5 | 


even yet may be, inſtrumental in the Hand of 


God, to execute his Wrath ana Ven geance open 
the Wicked and Diſobedient. 


A 2 The 


— 


—— — 


n! 
e latter is fienalized by its per fecł Parades i : 


I conquers by continual Forbearance, and ſub- 
dues the Malice of its Enemies by the droine 
, Power and Force of invincible Love, 


| This Spirit of Love and Peace 1s the true 
PB. Chriſtianity 3 the reading of which 
N ne Mankind u e 1s the ultimate De- 
'  fign and Tenienc the Doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord and Saviour, the Prince of 
Peace, who, through every Age of Chriſtianity, 
Has preſerved to himſelf a People publickly pro- 
 feffing univerſal Love and Peace, and ac ai vi 2 
From War and Fighting. 


Concerning which People, Robert Barclay in 
the Cloſe of bis excellent Apology, after a. pro- 

| phetick manner, ſpeaks thus, © He that hath 

| « arifen in a ſmall Remnant, ſhall ariſe and 
1 * go on by the ſame Arm of Power in his - 
| 44 ſpiritual Manifeſtation, until he hath con- 
gquered all his Enemies, until all the King- 

* doms of the Earth become the — 

* of Chriſt Jeſus. ate | 


| Les this ſhort Preface aſſes; + to introduce 
I bee to the Peruſal of the Letter-itſelf, which, 

F it ſhall tend to thy Benefit or Inſtruction, 
will anſiven the End for which it ts 3 


1 Thy Friend, 1 


5 E T 1 E R 


Concerning the SR 


Glory and Excellency 


oF THE 


Peaceable State of the Kingdom of 
the M E 8 8 IaH: 


IR. 
I Received yours, Which brings me the State of 


Affairs, then in Agitation, between the Parlia- 
ment and Army; you ſend me what they beſt 
fapprove, and what they dare not own. 
No. wonder if Nanny good Men are on this Di- 
emma; many, I know, are almoſt broken between 
| [thoſe Principles (they call) of Reaſon, and thoſe 


of Gon. 
mpounded 


The firſt (acknowledging Man to be co 
of two Natures, Earth and Heaven, Light and 
Darkneſs,) break the Actions into feral Streams, 
as if of tue, and not one Perſon, — . 
it 


It is our Miſery, and the Sadneſs of our Spirits, 
that we are held in theſe Chains of Earth and 
Darkneſs, that we are fetter'd in theſe Priſons of 
Mortality, and are not free in all Things ta act 
like ourſelyes, as ſprung from a divine Principle, as 


born of a noble Seed, and putting forth the Strength 
and Power of the divine Nature, in — purely 
and ſimply ſpiritual. 


But if this Light ſhines not on our Spirits in its 


Meridian Glory, let us wait till the Sun riſes, let us 


not walk in the Paths of Darkneſs, according to the 


Principle and Spirit of this World: There is a 


glorious Light in the Eaſt already, the Mountain | 
Iops begin to diſcover it. 


When I look on the World, and rad the 


Actions of Men, when I conſider the Intereſts and 
Principles of the moſt, the fleſhly Toilings and 


Stroglings of 'the Spirits of the World's Reformers, 


J cannot but ſee much Weakneſs and Darkneſs, | 
generating poor and ſpiritleſs Deſigns, which rend 
and tear, and never bind up the Breaches of a 


Kingdom. 


bh 'Tis true, ' the Body Politick, as you write, was 
5 deſperately ſick, and a deſperate Diſeaſe muſt have 


a deſperate Cure ; but conſider the Nature of the. 
Diſcaſe, and then judge of the Means to cure it. 


| 


All the Properties of Hell and Darkneſs, all the 
Superfluities of Folly and Vanity, all the Miſts o | 


Error and Superſtition, had form'd themſelves into 


a Body of Corruption, and ſo afſaulted and poſſeſs'dſ, 
the vital Parts of Church and State, ſeizing the 


Heart and Spirits of Government and Religion, that]; 


* Soul of both were fled, and there remain u b 


little 


EL 
little more than a poor Carcaſs, a painted Image, a 
| ſpiritleſs Form, without Wy Motion, but artificial 
| and violent. . | 
But tell me, what is the Phyfick to cure this 
Lerburgy? Parliament and People, Church and 
State, Soul and Body, were languiſhing with this 
Sickneſs : A Spirit of Reformation begins to work ; 
the faint W e of the Spirit of Life put ſome. 
on endeavouring to undertake the Or f 
| Some (according to the Spirit that ated e - 
mix'd Ingredients earthly and carnal (ignorant Em- 
| pirics, who knew not the Nature of the Diſeaſe or 
Cure ;) others ranſack the Bowels of Nature and 
Reaſon; ſtudy the Practices and Preſeriptions of the 
old Heroes of the World, the Heathen Conquerors, © 
and. Reformers of Nations, and yet never riſe ſo 
high, either in Magnanimity or Greatneſs of Spirit, 
to do Good in their Generations, een command 
themſelves ufer | 7 
Some ſearch deeper, and throw 555 this Or | 
poſition ſome Grains of Spirit, and Quinteſſences of | 
an higher Extract, purity'd and nd into a | 
nobler Eſſence. . "> 
e But tell me, is this Mixture like to 3 Life 
eto a dying and languiſhing Nation, to a dark and 
formal Church? Could we get the rareſt Drugs the 
I World affords. could we ſearch the Earth to its 
Center, and diſcover the occult Qualities of all its 
2 Minerals and Wonders; can this reach the Soul 
d and Spirit of one Man, much leſs an whole King- | 
ze dom? What, though ſome Grains of Spirit. are 
w | in one 8 is it not loaded with thick 
Clay, overcome by the Predominaney of contrary: 
le Qualities? The 


4 


„ 

The Diſtemper of this Nation ſprings from our 
living in another World than our own, in a cor- 
rupted Air, a contagious Climate, in Vaſſalage and 
Slavery to theſe Bodies of Fleſh, to this lower Ele- 
ment of the World, to the Prince of Darkneſs. 
Men, created in the Image of God, have un- 
clothed themſelves of that Glory, and now wander 
in the Shapes of Wolves and Beafts of Prey; having 
their Souls and Spirits ſprung from Heaven, th 
transform themſelves into the Similitude of the 
elementary Creatures: What are Wars, Confuſions 
and Diſorders, but the Actings of this brutiſh Spirit, 
in tearing and devouring our Fellow-Creatures ? = 
Figbtings and Divifions ſpring from the jarring, 
diſcordant Qualities of the Minds of Men, who 

have loſt the Spirit of Sweetneſs, Union and Peace, 
which breaths forth nothing but Love and Joy, and 
keeps the whole Body in an harmonious Unity, 

Is this Unity to be recovered by Diviſions ? "Tir 
true, 'by ſuch a Diviſion as this it is, by ſeparating 
Truth from Error, Light from Darkneſs, the purer 
from the gtoſſer Parts: This is by a Spirit of Burn- 
ing, and by a Power above the Strengta of Man. 
Who muſt be the Reformers of the World? 
Who muſt build the Lord a Temple, a glorious 

Temple both in Church and State? Not thoſe 
who are ſtain'd with Blood, and act by a Spirit of 
Wrath and Viokencs 5 | 88 
The Lord tells David, 1 Chron. xxii. 8. Thou 
haſt ſhed Blood abundantly, and haſt made great 

Wars, thou ſhalt not build an Houſe to my Name, 

becauſe thou haſt ſhed much Blood upon the Earth in 


miſtake the Way ; 


Jeſus ; it muſt be another Spirit, another Gene- 
ration, another Way. 4 
fell the Cedars, and hew the Stones of this earthly 7 
Building. | 


"TAP - 
16 there no Spirit and Life in theſe Words & 
Was not David permitted to build the material 
Temple, a dark Shadow and Type of the Spiritual ? 


Was he not fuffer'd in that Age, under thoſe dark 


fleſhly Adminiſtrations, which held forth no greater 
Light, and put no greater Glory on their Spirits 
to ſubdue the World, but by Sword and Bow, by 
Force and Violence; and is it probable that the 


fweet and gentle Spirit of the Goſpel ſhonld need I 
the Force and Strength of Men? Theſe do well, in 


awhoſe Hearts it is to reform the World, | but they 


poor Earth will not conquer Hell and Devik, theit 
Swords and Guns will not change the Natores on | 


Men: 


No, Salus muſt bald this Teniphe, Wb Lord 


Theſe, with David, may 


Thoſe dun d for this glorious Work, their! Sword; 


muſt be of another Meral; to wound and heal ap in, 


to deſtroy the Fleſh, and transform it into 8 rit; 
their Spirits ſhall breath forth nothing but Love 
and Sweetneſs, their Language ſhall be, Gry 10 


God on high, on Earth Peace, Goodwill towards | 
Men © 


They call not t for Fire from Haven, they eafduit N 
into Priſons and Dungeons, they plunder not, nor 


deſtroy ; they are of Spirits more ſweet, more 


amiable, ſorolag:the World, by a dvi Fee of - 
Love, to confeſs they are overcome and —— 2 


they act in the streng ch of the | 
Wrath of God, in the Spirit of this World; thei? | 


20 1 


All the Kingdoms of the Earth, all the Glory of 
the Creatures, all the Splendor, Magnificence and 
Pomp of the World ſhall vaniſh as Smoak, and ac- 
knowledge itſelf a poor Shadow, an empty Nothing. 

All who act in this Spirit of Violence and Fury, 
are a Rod in the Hand of God, the Executioners of 


Vengeance : Theſe are the Horns of the Beaſts that 
Hall hate the Whore, and make her deſolate and naked, 
and ſhall eat her Fleſh, and burn her with Fire; in 


the Cup ſhe hath filled, theſe ſhall fill ber double; 
theſe * out the Vials of Wrath upon the Seat of 
the Beaft ; they are the Fouls of Heaven, to eat 


the Fleſh. of Kings, and the Fleſh of Captains, and 
great Ones of the Earth ; they are to rend and * 2 


the outward Garments of the World's Glory; 


are an Adminiſtration, wherein God cloths lane : | 


with Fury and Indignation. 


By this Spirit of Vengeance and Wrath, all the | 


World's Tormentors have been acted: T his has 


been a Work of Aſſyrians and Babylonians, Romans, 


Turks and Saracens ; they have overcome the Earth 


with their Armies, they have trampled Nations 
under their Feet, and trod their Gods in the Mire 


of the Streets. 


How do many in this Age glory i in theſe Tri- 


umphs, ſet up their poor Trophies, their triumphant 


Pillars, as if the Strength and Glory were their wn? 
N Had they Christian Spirits, they needed not the 
Swords of Men ; they, are weak in the Spirit of the 


Goſpel, therefore they cloath themſelves with the Power 


of the Lord, deſt royin 8 and Ln not con- 
They 


verting, 


of Fleſh, and will enter into Canaan in the Wrath = 


= 
** JEU as 1 1 . g 


Wey glry i in fleſply Conqueſts and Victories, having 


not Power in the Spirit to conquer in the Way of 
Love, Union and Peace; with theſe Weapons the 
| Apoſtles bid Defiance to the whole World, to Hell 
and Devils ; they advanced their Standards on 1 the 
proud Wal Is of Rome itſelf. 


This fleſhly Strength will prove Weakneſs in this 
Work ; - it will die and vaniſh into Air, when it has 


done the Work the Lord has appointed. 


God makes one Spirit and Property of Darkneſs 


afflit and torment another; the Nations of the 
World will deſtroy themſelves, every one by the 


Sword of his Brother : The Fleſh of the Saints 
engag'd in theſe Conteſts, and worldly 6 


thall rend itſelf, and help to rend the World. 


But how are they Saints? Such who have bend 


; Glimewerliga of the bright and Morning Star, who 


by throwing off the external Vail of ntichrifſian 
Darkneſs, 7750 Forms, ſervi le Dependency on the 
dark Spirits of blind Men : 

1 fay, having thrown off theſe Fetters, they 
have ſome Liberty, and having remov'd theſe Miſts 
they ſee a Light, the faint Reflections of a riſing 

Sun; being let out of their Cage of Darkneſs, they 


fly, flutter, and catch at every Thing, and appre- 


bend little as it is in God ; but in the Light of t 
own Spirits, moy'd by the Call and Drawing of the 
Spirit of God, and the Concurrence of thoſe Beams 


of Light' ſcattered every where; theſe receive but 
lan and Flaſhes, and cover it with much Dark- 
| neſs, Confuſion and Ignorance; yet being tais d 
above their former State, they think God ſpeaks in 
them, and their Knowledge is the Knowledge of } 
the Spirit. A The 4 


1 12 1 : 


The Good ſeem to give God the, Glory, and 
make him their Strength in Battle, and conſidering 
how gloriouſly they have conquered, are 2 
perſuaded that the mighty Power of God accom- 
pany d them; and where God aſſiſts and gives 
Victory, it muſt be for the Good of Mankind and 
the World ; and therefore they will. Umgitoxe their 
Victories to attain that high End. 

Thus they make their Þr ogtels/ ; If God ails in 
Ads of | Blood, by Farce Pat Fightings,' he does the 
fame in Aﬀs of Force and Violence on the corrupt Ga- 
vernors f the World, who are running hack into 
Egypt, leaning, on the Pillars of the World, ſetting 
up their empty, gilaed Tdols, corrupt Forms, and 
dark Adminiſtrations, as the utmoſt Endiof all their 
Endeavours, as the Price of all the Blood ſhed in the 
Kingdoms. : 
 'Thus being f oerfbaged of the Plots, of the 9 
Lord, and . 1 in their own Spirits ſome Heighth 
and Strength to Good, ſome Will and Deſire to do 
Good to the World, they continue their begun 
Motion, meaſuring the whole by themſelves, the 
Spirits of others by their on, and ſo think their 
whale. Body of Aſſiſtants fly qualify d for the 

Goverpmept of a Kingdom: 

Never conſidering what a Spirit of re 
Pride. Jain: glory, and Ambition, dwells and acts 
vg A hem; and how weak meer natural Spirits 
are, being raiſed from tle Duſt to fit upon a. Throne, 
how to bear the Temputaas of Power, Honour 

': Confider ARions purely and: tatig cccoriliog to 

their Nature, and the 1 of the rb 


131 

_ This is a violent, unnatural, fleſhly Way for the 
reforming of the World: ' The ſmall Stone muſt be 
 boun out without Hands, This is the Wind rending 
and tearing the Rocks, before the foft and fiifl 
Voice was heard. This is the Fire and Earthquake, 
to burn and ſhake this wy Fabrick, the corrupt 
} World and its Glory. 
Thus the Parliament have been Bienert f Verr 
geance on the King's Party ; for Judgment a Fit 
Wrath is kindled in the Bowels' of the Kingdom, 
ſetting the Properties of Darkneſs at Enmity among 
— Fon A dar and formal Clergy againſt a more 
dark and formal ; Formality and Hypocriſy againſt 
Looſneſs and Profancneks ; reftrained N agrinſt 
Riot and Luxury: & 2 

The Miniſters preach- War, Sword and Fite from 
— diſcovering their own Weakneſs and Inabi- 
lity to act in the Strength of God; therefore op +” 
up the Cauſe of Religion, the Covenant, the Ordi> 
nances : Theſe, (tho' under more Li ht than the 
other) yet they ſtir up the Spirits of Men to afflict 
and torment. Kings, Prelates, Malignants, and to 
take away their Honours and Nevenues. | 
| - Far be it from me to blaſt the leaſt Appearance 
off God among them, or to ſpread a Cloud on thoſe 
faint Glimmer ings which ſhin'd' in their Spirit: It 
was their Darkneſs, their Fleſſi, that made them 
thus Excentrick ; they acted in the Spirit of the 

World, and of Natare'; their Light was Ligfithings 
from Mount Sinai, not the glorious Light of "the 
Spirit, In this. Way they will be like the” Billows 
and Waves of the Sea, one toſſing and driving for- 
— the other, till chey dath themſelves a the 


— — ——— ͥ ͤ — — — 
2 x = * 


[4] 
The Parliament and their Armies have broken the 
Cavaliers ; the Preſbytery Epiſcopacy; the Indepen- 


dents have reſtrained the Power of Preſbytery, for 


their Pride and Covetouſneſs ; giving, them of the 


Cup they gave others to drink. If the Independents 
corrupt, there are thoſe ſprung out of their. own 
Bowels, prepared for their Executioners : Theſe, if 


they aſpire too high, will be levell'd" themſelves by 


their great Idol the People ; or their Principles will 
raiſe a Spirit dwelling in the confuſed Rabble and 


Multitude, to break and tear all to pieces, to bring 


all into an Huddle and Confuſion, without ns; 


Law, or Government. 
Thus the Fury of the Lord breaks forth like 2 


burning Fire, 5 all Corruption in the Powers 


of the World, againft Tyranny and Oppreſſion in 


all its Forms and Shapes; tho' its wolfiſh Spirit is | 
cloath'd with Innocence and Gentleneſs, the out- 


warg, Form will not change the Nature. 
: Monarchy, Ariftocracy, Democracy, will be mach 


at one, unleſs the Breath of Life from Heaven 


quicken their dead and lifeleſs Carcaſes. 

I fear, in our Conteſts, we have too much mixed 
Earth with Heaven; we have gone a dark, untrod- 
den,. obſcure Path ; therefore the Lord may juſtly. 


withdraw that Spirit of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs 
which has accompanied, and acted even more 


worldly States and Republicks. 1 
They acted in the Fleſh; we pretend to an higher 


Principle, we ſpeak of Spirit, Power and divine 
Light; their Motions were natural, according to 
| their Natures, being of the Earth, earthly ; ; ours 
regular, excentrick, unnatural, being we think | 


any _ ourſelves 


11 


burſelves heavenly, live in the Air of the Goſpel, in 


the Light of the Spirit, which points out a more | 
_ glorious Way: Therefore it is but juſt with God, 
if we ſow the Wind to reap the Whirlwind. But 
what will be the End of all? \ © © 
M ben we have proved our Strength to be Weatkneſs, 
_ wwhen dne Overturning ſhall be ſucceeded by another, 
that glorious Power ſhall manifeſt it, whoſe Right it is 
lone to reign ; when we bave paſſed thorough a Wit. © 
derneſs, the Lord will bring us into the Land of Reſt, © 
ſo long breathed after and deſired, the Lord will 
bring Order out of Confufion, Light out of Darkneſs, 
Pearce out of War and Troubles. 2 
This will as ſurely be, as the Spring now ſucceeds 
the Winter, the Day the Night; who the Lord 
may make moſt glorious in this Work, is known 
to himſelf : It magnifies his Power and Goodneſs, _ 
if he breathes Life in thoſe dead Bones we trample 
upon, if he quickens thoſe we have reprobated, 
and rejected as withered Branches, and vile Excre- 
ments, n „ 
He can make the firſt loſt, and the aff fof - he 
can bring down the proud Spirit of a Nebuchad- 
nezar, and force him to glorify the God of 
— / Elegy ogy 
Let every Man therefore keep his Station; let 
the People of God ſhine like themſelves, that it 
may appear they are ſent into the World to do 
Good to it, and to reflect the Image and Glory of | 
Ges, LE Hy” . | 
Thoſe who are Magiſtrates, let them put forth + 
_ | the Spirits of Chriſtians, let their Actions be con- 
| vincing, let not the World juſtly brand them for 


— corrupt, 5 


1 16 i 


p carthpt, unjuſt; W and Raiſets of their 
Families, — than Reſtorers of the Ruins of a 
Kingdom: If the Floods of Darkneſs roar againſt 
| them, if a Deluge of Confuſion overflows them, if 
the Flames of Diviſion break out again, let them 
be conſident they are above Danger in another 
| Region, where no Cloud can reach them, no Con- 
| fuſion diſturb: them; and if their Earth lies here, 
| their Bodies of Nuſt, yet ſhall they dwell ſecurely 
in theſe Burnings, and be « Peace in the Mid of 
theſe Pane 

Thus, Sir, I have given you my Thoughts of 
the Times, my earneſt Defire is, that Things may 
"Sober otherwiſe than I write, in Relation to thoſe in 


ower ; the Lord, if it be his Will, make their 
Actions glorious, and ove r-rule that 


I} 
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Spirit of Per- 
| verſencſs and Darkneſs, mingling itſelf with their 
| Counſels: 

| © But if they fail, the Lord will do the Work ; 
let us build on this as on a Rock, it is. fixed and 
| unmoveable. 
Sir, excuſe me, I have been too tedious, impute 
It to the Subject I write, which afforda Matter for | 
a Volume; I have this Confidence in you, that 
nothing will be unwelcome to you from a Friend, 
ee, W W 


ni N and Servant i in every Relation 


